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To work properly, your heart (just like any other muscle in 
your body) needs a good blood supply. The heart is supplied 
with blood from the coronary arteries. The main coronary 
arteries branch off from the aorta (the large artery that takes 
blood from the heart to the body). The main arteries then 
divide into smaller branches that take blood to all parts of the 
heart muscle.

What is a heart attack?
A heart attack (also known as a myocardial infarction) happens 
when one of the coronary arteries becomes blocked and the 
blood supply to part of your heart is interrupted. If the blood 
supply is not restored quickly, the heart muscle can become 
damaged. 

Aorta

Circumflex 
artery

Left 
coronary  
artery

Right 
coronary  
artery

Registered with and regulated by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (no SC018761),  
Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland is a wholly Scottish charity. It also operates as CHSS and is registered in Scotland as a company limited by guarantee, no SC129114

F209

Coronary arteries 
supply blood to 
your heart

Aorta

Right  
coronary  
artery

Circumflex  
artery

left anterior  
descending  
artery

HEART DIAGRAM:
Coronary Arteries


